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Church pays special tribute
tobell-ringer killed inwar
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newsgthestacco dral. A Peal Board at St Marie’s
Twiter ghefekistar recordsthat Henrywasamong
b fthe Ancient Soci-
Belisare toringoutat St etyofCollege Youthsand York-
Johnis Churchintt : e
of Sheffield Ringers who rang a muffled  Arthur
> moor district Peal of Bob Major in three
4 todaytomarkthecentenary hoursand3sminutestomark
ofthe deathofoneof its the: mm&;{ﬂmm téo;rklhst ‘:lhls call:g Lli)m Rirléls!ed After four months,
ringersduring World 1. riain on ey, who join e 12th ur was pulled out of the
4 e 1901 City) Battalion field for treatment of sceptic
® Amemorial peallasting more The first record of Arthur  York: ‘Regiment  sores on his feet - a not un-
than three hours, and aquar-  ringingat St John'sdatesback Maurice and Arthur Ward  common ailment for soldiers
ter peal tomorrow, will mark  toApriligog, when,agediz,he  followed him, with Arthur  struggling to survive in wet,
the passing of Arthur Ward, j brothersFrancis, enlistingintheYorkandLan- muddy trenches - but was
was killedon the Western ., Alfred and Fred ringing  casterRegi i by back isuni dsth
Front, aged 26, duringanat-  for Sunday servicesasanin- 1915 and being mobilised in  end of May.
ckonGen i i} ing year, serv- Amonth earlier, thefirstof
{he Frenchcity of Arras. of 6s6daquarter-halfthatof ingintheisthBattalionand the Ranmoorringersto
Arthurand his four older the more dring- th heardBat- war, Edward Cockey, had re-
‘brothers - Alfred, Francis, ers, butequivalentto £36.45 talionin derland, where dtoSheffield
Maurice and Fred - all rang  today, wheninflationistaken he had arun-in with military wounded and thendischarged
at St John’s and have their intoaccount. By January1910,  justice. Army records show from the Army.
achievements recorded on  Arthur,asilver finisher,work-  Private 28197 Arthur Ward OnJune26, Arthursbattal-
“Peal Boards' in the ringing ing for a silver and electro-  beingconfinedtobarracksfor ion was at Sainte Catherine-
chamber of the church's bell 0 had gained ds 10days lés-Arras, to the north west
tower. gh havehis  pay for ove ing hisleave of the city of Arras, getting
Hisdeath lary d i byfour i in readyto st to capt
edin St ing ch: of heeq October1916. the German-held Cadorna
ber by a brass plague, which  of 261today. Amonth later he was sail-  trenches, north of the village
records that he was Killed at Three yearslater,aged 21, ingtoFrancetojointheYorks ofGavrelle,and Oppy Wood.
® Gavrelle, a village six miles he joined Francis, 28; Mau- and Lancaster’si4th Battalion Theone-acrewood, westof
® north cast of Arras. d fiv heandBarns-  the village of the same name,
Arthur'Ward was the fifth  amuffled peal of Kent Treble  ley Pals. had been fortified and con-
® sonof T b Maj g h The Pals had suffered se- tained many German obser-
® forger Henry Ward hi d 2g mi ingthe i inthe vation posts, machine guns
ringingin1888und  funeraloftheVicarofStJohn's year inanattack on Serre on and trenchmortars.
rang for 22 yearsat St Marie's Ranmoor, the Rev James the first day of the Somme An attack on the wood in
in Sheffield, nowadays the Williams. campaign at about the same  May had been repulsed with
city's Roman Catholic Cathe- The first ringer ti h i many British casualties but
© Aergsre 1aes

the new attack, mounted as
part of a series of feints in-
tended to simulate threats to
the cities of Lens and Lille,

casualties of the First World
War and 20 from the Second
‘World War, who are buried at
the ‘Orchard Dump Cemetery

P mor
AccordingtoJon Cooksey’s
book on The Barnsley Pals:
“At ‘zero-hour’ on June 28,
the Battalions of the 94th Bri-
gaderosefrom their trenches
under cover of a brief but fe-
rocious artillery barrage and
fairly dashed across the one
hundred yards of damp and
cratered No-Man's-Land.”

By the time the Germans
had recovered enough to
launch a counter barrage, it
was already too late and Ger-
man counter-attacks werede-
feated by artillery-fire.

Cooksey continues: “By
1amon the 29th, the 14th Bat-
talion [Ward’s Battalion] was
well established in ‘Cairo Al-
ley’ [the name of one of the
trenches] and by daybreak
the entire streteh of the line
was bristling with rifles and
Lewis guns, ready for the ex-
pected counter-attack, which
never came.”

Ayearaftersufferingheavy
losseson the Somme, the Pals
had gained the Battle Honour
of ‘Oppy’ whilesuffering “unu-
sually low” casualties, one of

ontk , between Bailleul-
Sire-Berthoultand Arleux-en-
Gohelle, north west of Oppy.

Arthur Ward was post-
humously awarded the Brit-
ish War and Victory Medals,
whichweregiventohismoth-
er, alongwithtwodiscs—-prob-
ably hismilitaryidentity discs
—aletter, photos, pocket book,
religions book, metal mirror,
comb and £33 8s and 5d —
around £2,200 today.

Arthur’sfather, Henry, had
diedtheyearbefore, at theage
of 59, but he was survived by
his mother, his two sisters,
Elsie and Mary, and his four
brothers.

Alfred, the eldest, served
asadriver with the Sheffield-
based 3rd West Riding Royal
Field Artillery, whichalsosaw
actionin France.

Maurice, like Arthur, was
aPrivate in the York and Lan-
caster Regiment, serving in
the 4thWest Riding Battalion.
Two months before Arthur’s
death, he was reported as
missing in action in France,
but by September he was
known to have survived and

whom was ringer dedin ringers’
- Arthur Ward. archivesasbeingaprisonerof
Arthurnowlieswith3,000 warinGermany.
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